Reading/Discussion questions for Sonny's Blues      Group names:

In your small groups, think about the following questions while you read the selection from James Baldwin's Sonny's Blues. Complete this worksheet as a group – we will discuss the questions after the reading, and you will turn in your answers as a group.

1. How would you describe the narrator's attitude towards music/life in general? Is he conservative (likes to hold by rules, tends to do what is expected of him), or does he go against society? Write 2-4 sentences, and be sure to cite specific evidence from the text!

2. What about Sonny? As above, write 2-4 sentences, and be sure to cite specific evidence.

3. Would you say Sonny and the narrator generally understand each others' point of view, or not? 2-4 sentences, cite specific evidence.

4. There are flashbacks in the section your group is reading. Compared to the “linear” nature of most stories (the events occur in chronological order), how does the “mixed-up” order of events relate to Jazz music? Be creative, and cite specific evidence – we'll spend a good deal of time talking about this question!

