Wednesday:

Objectives: Introduce students to the basic tenets of Jazz music (as much as is possible) and get them thinking about how the musical concepts of improvisation and broken conventions can apply to written storytelling. 

Standards: 

R.L.8.2 - Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide an objective summary of the text.

R.L.8.5 - Compare and contrast the structure of two or more texts and analyze how the differing structure of each text contributes to its meaning and style. 

Procedure:

5-7 minutes: (Keep small group arrangement from Monday for today and Thursday) Recall in brief discussion what we've worked on the last couple days; recall that classical music emphasizes formality, composition, etc, and recall the terms we introduced (tempo, key signature, major/minor keys, and how classical music tends to follow a similar pattern as a linear story – intro, rising action, typically a climax, falling action, resolution, etc. 

15-20 minutes: Introduction to jazz. Talk about what makes jazz different; primarily, improvisation and a focus more on the performer than on the composition. “Mixed up” compared to classical; not as linear. Show youtube videos of bebop and blues, commenting throughout on how each musician improvises on a theme.

5 minutes: Briefly discuss/muse on what kinds of stories jazz might tell – since it's not as linear, and more based on improv than tight composition, it has more in common with literature that focuses on an idea or emotion, or stories that don't have a “normal” plot or structure.

20 minutes (remainder of period): Distribute reading questions (see linked handout) and introduce Sonny's Blues (because we're not reading the whole thing). Read the first page of the selection aloud, and then have small groups continue to read.

Evaluation:

R.L.8.2 – In discussion, did students seem to take to the idea of parallel structures between jazz and certain story forms?

-.8.5 – Did students grasp the salient differences between jazz music and classical music (specifically, the way jazz innovates on forms and breaks with linear compositional tradition)?

