Thursday:

Objectives: Introduce students to the basic tenets of Jazz music (as much as is possible) and get them thinking about how the musical concepts of improvisation and broken conventions can apply to written storytelling. 

Standards: 

R.L.8.2 - Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide an objective summary of the text.

R.L.8.6 - Analyze how differences in the points of view of the characters and the audience or reader (e.g., created through the use of dramatic irony) create such effects as suspense or humor.

Procedure:

5-7 minutes: Refresh memories on what we're up to. Ask how they're liking the story so far, how they're finding the questions, whether they have any questions. As long as no issues are too pressing, have the groups continue their activity.

30-35 minutes: Complete the reading and questions.

10 minutes (remainder): As a class, discuss responses to the questions, as well as the section as a whole. Collect each group's worksheets before they leave.

Evaluation:

 R.L.8.2 – In discussing the reading questions at the end of the period, did students meaningfully explore the link between musical convention and storytelling? Did they identify any additional themes (human suffering, misunderstanding, addiction, etc) outside of music?

R.L.8.6 – Did students connect the narrator's conservative ideals to classical music and/or Sonny's individualistic ideals to jazz performance? Or, did they at least note the story's revolution around that core misunderstanding?

