Friday:

Objectives: Students should apply the musical terminology, as well as the parallels between composition/improvisation and storytelling, to their rationale for classical and jazz song choices.

Standards:

R.L.8.2 - Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide an objective summary of the text.

R.L.8.5 - Compare and contrast the structure of two or more texts and analyze how the differing structure of each text contributes to its meaning and style. 

Procedure:

10 minutes: Recall the week's activity, and finish going over questions from yesterday's discussion if deemed necessary. Remind class what we've been up to; recall points of discussions over last couple days. Say we'll be heading into the computer lab today to look for jazz or classical songs to include in our unit projects at the end of a couple weeks. Student will primarily use Grooveshark to search for music; student less familiar with the genres can use Pandora.com to explore the genre a little more. Distribute the companion worksheet (see linked worksheet) on which they will identify/describe their choices, and provide rationale using the music terms they've learned as for why their choice tells part of their story.

40 minutes: Work on song choices in computer lab (use headphones). Collect song choice sheets from students before they leave; save for later in the unit.

Evaluation: (for both standards) Did students' rationales reflect an understanding and application of musical elements and conventions to storytelling? Did they simply pick songs they liked, or did they display an effort to meaningfully explain the musical qualities of their choices in relation to the story they wish to tell?

