Lesson Plan for Day 2

I. Objectives:

a. Students should understand main concepts of narratives like conflict, rising action, and climax, and concepts of music like tempo, rhythm, major and minor keys. Students should be able to provide examples of each.

b. Students will watch portions of Walt Disney’s Fantasia and discuss how classical music contributes to the story and sense of emotion, including new vocabulary about music and narrative as necessary.

Standards:

· 8th Grade Listening 2: Listening Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and formats (eg. visually, quantitatively, orally) and evaluate the motives (eg. social, commercial, political) behind its presentation.

· 8th Grade Listening 5: Listening Integrate multimedia and visual displays into presentations to clarify information, strengthen claims and evidence, and add interest.\

II. Procedure

a. The teacher should begin class by reminding students of their discussion that ended the previous class. It is important to stress how music impacts our daily lives. The teacher should connect the discussion that ended the previous class to the importance of music in telling a story. Students should take out a piece of paper to take notes on and the teacher should open the Narrative and Music Power Point Presentation. It is important to introduce students to the Narrative genre and the elements of storytelling: Introduction, Rising Action, Climax, Falling Action, and Resolution. The teacher should stress meaning making with these vocabulary words by asking students to relate these terms to narratives they have read in class. Finally, the teacher should discuss the important musical terms for the unit, including Tempo, Rhythm, and Major and Minor Scales and discuss how these can help convey emotion through music. (15-20 Minutes)

b. The teacher should show the following clips from Walt Disney’s Fantasia and stop whenever tempo or rhythm changes to discuss what effect it has on the story being told. 

i. Start with the Sorcerer’s Apprentice piece and ask students to describe the tempo and rhythm. How does it affect the aspects of the story? How does the music in general help tell the story? Specifically discuss the change in tempo and rhythm after Mickey first puts the sorcerer’s hat on. Stress the mischievous tone of the music at this point of the story. See if students can name an introduction, rising action, climax, falling action, and resolution. (15 Minutes)

ii. Next, show The Rite of Spring Part 3: Extinction and ask similar questions to students. Stress the morose tone and how tempo and rhythm add to the emotion of this piece. Similarly, following the death of the dinosaurs stress the change in tempo and how this contributes to a sense of chaos and confusion. (10 minutes)

c. The teacher should conclude class by asking if students have any questions about the vocabulary covered in class and ask for specific examples of each term as they played out in Fantasia. It is important to stress that these terms will be used throughout the unit covering the next four weeks and are very important to understanding the coming materials in class. (5 minutes)

III. Assessment/Evaluation

a. The teacher should assess the students’ connections between music and storytelling by their discussion and answers to questions while watching Fantasia. If students are not grasping the connection, it is important that the teacher stop the movie to cover them.

b. The teacher should make sure that students are utilizing the new vocabulary terms during discussion to illustrate their understanding of these terms. During the concluding discussion of class, the teacher should ask students for definitions of these terms in their own words and examples from the film clips. 

