Lesson Plan for Day 1

I. Objectives:

a. Students should analyze text from John Lennon’s biography John Lennon: In His Own Words and Jay-Z’s biography Decoded, comparing and contrasting the two musicians and discussing the impact of music on each.

b. Students will engage in a discussion about how music impacts their lives and what impact music has on their daily life.

Standards:

· 8th Grade Reading 1: Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
· 8th Grade Listening 1: Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.
II. Procedure

a. The teacher will begin class by introducing music and literature in a general sense. It is important that the teacher allow students opportunity to draw their own connections between music and literature before explaining the goal of the unit. The teacher should respond to each student’s contribution to the discussion of music and literature and how they are related. The goal of this introduction is to discuss how music can tell a story, much like literature, more specifically the narrative genre. (5-10 minutes)

i. The teacher should end the discussion by explaining to the students that they will be reading excerpts from the biographies of John Lennon of the Beatles and Jay-Z to get an understanding of how music impacts their lives. However, students should also pay attention to similarities and differences between the two texts in terms of structure and content. 

b. The teacher should split the class into small groups before handing out the excerpts. Groups have been assigned prior to class to make sure a mixed ability of students is present in each small group. Once groups are settled, the teacher should pass out the excerpts from each autobiography and give groups time to read together and discuss initial thoughts of the biographies. The excerpt from John Lennon’s biography is from the section on music, and the excerpt from Jay-Z’s biography is the very introduction of the book, pages 3-5. (20 minutes)

i. While groups are reading together, the teacher should circulate between groups asking probing questions while students are discussing initial reactions to the texts. The teacher should pull the class back together as a whole once all the groups have finished reading and discussing.

c. The teacher should lead a whole-class discussion of the two texts, covering similarities and differences and reactions to the content. It is important that the teacher respond to student responses and ask students what role music plays/played in the lives of these two musicians. The teacher should make sure that students draw the conclusion that, although the two genres of music that these musicians are from are fundamentally different, the musicians’ views of music are quite similar. However, the teacher should encourage students to find differences between the two musicians’ views of music. The discussion should come to end with students discussing what music means to their own lives and what impact it has on their daily life. (15 minutes)

d. The teacher should end class by introducing the concept album unit project. While handing out the prompt, the teacher should explain the goals of the project to the students, stressing how a concept album tells a story and that the students’ concept albums will do the same. Also, students should understand that their albums must contain music from the genres discussed during the unit and a CD cover that will explain their music choices. The teacher should answer any questions about the project with the remaining class time. (5 minutes)

III. Assessment/Evaluation

a. The teacher should assess the students’ understanding of the text while circulating throughout the room during small group work, basing the understanding off of the discussion between students and their reactions to the text.

b. The whole class discussion will prove to be an evaluation of the students’ sense of understanding of the two musicians and their ability to compare/contrast the two texts and relate music to their own life. 
