Week _______1__________   Main goal for this week: Examine how music and literature intersect; how can music tell a story without words?
	
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	Description of activities


	Introduce music and literature in a general sense.

-Introduce the final project for the unit, a concept album.

-Read a selection from John Lennon: In His Own Words (2005)
- Read a selection from Jay-Z’s memoir Decoded (2010)

-Engage in a discussion about music impacts students’ lives.
	-Short PPT presentation about story structure and music (talking about conflict, rising action, climax, etc.) and musical terms (tempo, rhythm, major and minor keys) 

-Watching portions of Disney’s Fantasia (1940).
-Stopping at points to discuss how the classical music within the film contributes the story and sense of emotion
	-Introduce jazz music, provide some background knowledge useful to the reading of “Sonny’s Blues” by James Baldwin (i.e. Charlie Parker, Duke Ellington, etc.)

-Discuss differences between jazz and classical (structured v. improvised).

-Begin reading “Sonny’s Blues” as a class (DR-TA).
	-Continuing and finishing “Sonny’s Blues”

-Discuss Friday’s activity (going to the computer lab to find a jazz song or classical song that says something about them; think about it at home.)
	-Going to the computer lab to find a song (jazz or classical) without words that says something about them.

-Complete worksheet that explains their song choice.

	What students will be doing


	-Reading the John Lennon and Jay-Z passages in small groups.

-Discussing various perspectives on music

-Making connections between music and their daily lives.


	-Watching Fantasia, contributing  to a larger class discussion of how the music in the film plays an integral role in it’s storytelling.
	-Watching YouTube clips about jazz music and musicians.

-Reading “Sonny’s Blues”


	-Finishing “Sonny’s Blues,” engaging in a discussion about the short story and the theme of music embedded within.
	-Providing resources--where to find jazz and classical music on the computer.

-Reminding students of expectations to use terminology discussed during Tuesday’s lesson and discussion of the short story.

	What/how you’ll teach


	-Facilitating small groups, bringing discussion to the class as a whole, providing background knowledge about John Lennon and Jay-Z.
	-Have marked stop points of the film to discuss.

-Provide background knowledge about Fantasia and the scores in it.
	-Providing background knowledge, using various materials including YouTube clips.

-Leading DR-TA for short story (getting students to make lots of predictions).
	-Continue leading DR-TA.

-Wrapping up and providing closure to the short story.
	-Refresh students of terminology regarding jazz and classical music 

-Provide resources of where to find music on the computer.

	What will be learned (and how will you know?)


	-Comparing and contrasting between two autobiographical texts.

-Did discussions convey a sense of understanding between the two authors?
	-Deep connections between music and storytelling. 

-Did students grasp terminology in PPT, and was conveyed in discussion of Fantasia?
	-Drawing theme of music out of “Sonny’s Blues.”

-Did predictions indicate a sense of understanding how music contributes to a story?
	-Drawing theme of music out of “Sonny’s Blues.”

-Did predictions indicate a sense of understanding of how music contributes to a story.
	-Making connections between music and the self.

-Were music choices appropriate to the task at hand?


Week ________2_________   Main goal for this week: Music, lyrics, and poetry: Reading and writing musical poetry.
	
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	Description of activities


	-Talk about music and poetry, building off of “Sonny’s Blues” lesson.

-Read “Bound No’th Blues” by Langston Hughes, listen to blues music.

-Write their own “Blues poems.”
	-Lesson on slam poetry and rap (PPT presentation), viewing several examples of appropriate slam and rap music on YouTube [http://tinyurl.com/ce9sqx,

http://tinyurl.com/3ss8t55]

-Students writing their own slam or rap poems.
	-Performance day; students will have time to practice and perform their blues, slam, or rap poems to the class.


	-Lesson on folk music lyrics

-Comparing Bob Dylan’s poetry to his songs

-Looking at Joni Mitchell songs and comparing her to Dylan.

-Listening to various covers of both artists (“All Along the Watchtower”, “Big Yellow Taxi”)
	-Going to the computer lab to find a song (blues, rap, or folk) that says something about them for their concept album.

-Complete worksheet that explains their choice

-Ask Latino/a students in to be “experts” on Latino/a music, to bring in examples for Monday.

	What students will be doing


	-Identifying key structures of blues music and poetry (Langer’s method).

-Writing their own “Blues poems.”
	-Identifying key elements of slam poetry and rap music.

-Writing their own raps or slam poems.
	 -Practicing and performing their poems to the class, then giving a description of why they wrote their poems the way they did.
	-Delving into songwriting deemed extremely poetic within the American folk tradition

 -Answering the questions: What kind of stories are these songwriters telling? What makes the moving? Timeless?
	-Providing resources--where to find jazz and classical music on the computer.

-Reminding students of expectations for concept album, to find a variety of music.

	What/how you’ll teach


	-Showing many examples of Blues music and poetry.

-Rhyme scheme

-Leading kids in discussion on how to write their own “Blues poems.”
	-Using PPT, showing many examples of slam and rap poetry. 

-Having students identify key elements (Langer).

-Watching over students individual poems to ensure appropriateness.
	-Modeling slam poetry performance, making students comfortable sharing their work in public.

-Getting students to identify elements of genre in their peers’ poems.
	-Playing folk songs, reading lyrics, listening to covers of the songs.

-Annotating the songs on an overhead, pulling out structures and themes.
	-Provide resources of where to find music on the computer.

-Monitor appropriate song choices, encourage stepping outside of musical comfort zone.

	What will be learned (and how will you know?)


	-Structures of a particular genre of music and poetry.

-Did student’s poems reflect the structure we discussed in class?
	-How to write a slam poem, how to identify elements of a rap song.

-Were the students’ poems in the slam poetry/ rap tradition.
	-How to write and orally perform musical poetry.

-Were performances and pieces appropriate to the task? 
	-Students will learn what folk music is, who stands out in the folk music tradition.

-Did discussion and annotation reflect an understanding of folk music?


	-Drawing connections between themselves and a possibly foreign genre of music.

-Did song choices and worksheet rationales reflect what we talked about last week?


Week ________3_________   Main goal for this week: Begin to explore narrative in music, looking at concept albums and introducing final project.
	
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	Description of activities


	-Explore conjunto, ranchera, tex-mex music, watching a segment from the following PBS documentary: http://tinyurl.com/6h3t6tg

-Have Latino/a students in class present the music selections they brought to class.
	-Return to the idea of concept albums.

-Give another, more in-depth overview of what a concept album is. -Give various examples of Rock concept albums (i.e. Green Day’s American Idiot).

-Specifically study Pink Floyd’s The Wall.
	-More concept albums; this time, focusing on Kanye West’s body of work (2004- The College Dropout, 2005- Late Registration, 2007- Graduation)

-Identify the similarities and differences to The Wall.
	-Further, in-depth explanation of the unit project in the computer lab.

-Put students into groups of three and explain guidelines for Friday’s field trip.

-With Grooveshark, have students compile a list of albums they might be interested in examining on the field trip.
	-Field trip to the University of Illinois Music Library.

-Students will work in small groups to share library materials and select music for their concept albums.



	What students will be doing


	-Identifying elements of conjunto music.

-Presenting Latino/a music to their classmates

-Listening to classmates presentations.
	-Reading lyrics from Pink Floyd’s The Wall. (“Another Brick in the Wall,” Parts 1,2, and 3).

-Watch a clip from The Wall movie (specifically for “Another Brick in the Wall” pt. 2) to see the visual embodiment of the song.
	-Reading song lyrics from Kanye West’s albums (appropriate songs, or edited versions of the songs), listening to songs, watching music videos.

-Answering the question: What narrative does Kanye West tell through the albums?
	-Outlining their concept albums

-Working in small groups to come up with music they want to pull from on the field trip.
	-Browsing the music library and listening to a plethora of music for their concept albums.



	What/how you’ll teach


	-Introducing various types of Latino/a music

-Asking students to explain their musical artifacts so all classmates can have a better understanding of Latin American music.
	-Provide a lot of background knowledge on concept albums.

-Get students to make connections between the 3 different mediums (lyric, song, movie).
	-Distribute copies of lyrics, read through them on overhead, have students identify themes and structure.

-Elicit perspectives on Kanye West’s narratives
	-Establish expectations for the concept album, referring back to the examples we explored in class.
	-Work with Librarians to point kids in the right direction, make sure students are using materials and time effectively and appropriately.

	What will be learned (and how will you know?)


	-Different cultural and musical perspectives.

-Were peers respectful? Did students come away with a better understanding of the Latino/a musical tradition?
	-How meaning is conveyed across three different mediums.

-Were students able to point to the various differences between the different mediums in the class discussions?
	-Point to differences between Kanye West and Pink Floyd.

-Students should be able to answer the question: What is a concept album? How will you make your own?
	-How to compose their own concept albums.

-Were preliminary choices and selections in line with expectations that the students use a variety of music?
	-Students will learn the ins and outs of a college library, for one. Also, how to use multimedia materials in building a concept album.

-Were materials being used for the task at hand?


Week _________4________   Main goal for this week: Work on final project of creating a personal concept album to be shared with classmates.
	
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	Description of activities


	-Working on actual concept album and music selections in the computer lab.
	-Finish working on actual concept album and music selections in the final day in the computer lab.
	-Students will be making their jewel cases and CD sleeves, incorporating a more directly literate aspect to the assignment.

-Examples of jewel cases from major recording artists.
	-Finishing making CD sleeves and jewel cases. Students who are done will begin sharing their concept albums with peers in their group.
	-Sharing concept albums with peer groups.

-Engaging in discussions about the concept albums.

-Unit wrap-up: general discussion of concept albums, music, and literature.

	What students will be doing


	-Working the tech aspects of the concept album; building their playlists.
	-Finishing working the tech aspects of the concept album; building their playlists.
	-Decorating and writing about their concept albums for their jewel cases and CD sleeves.
	-Completing their jewel cases and CD sleeves.

-Sharing and listening to peers’ concept albums.
	-Sharing and listening to peers’ concept albums.

-Asking questions of peers, providing feedback.

	What/how you’ll teach


	-Technological modeling and troubleshooting.
	-Technological modeling and troubleshooting. Providing an alternate extra credit assignment for those who finish early.
	-Showing various examples of CD sleeves, reiterating expectations for what this should consist of.
	-Assuring all students are complete and on task.

-Setting guidelines for peer interaction.
	-Listen in on peer discussions, pose questions for groups to discuss.

-General overview; establish key points to take away from the unit.

	What will be learned (and how will you know?)


	-Are students able to make their CDs/playlists independently?
	-Are all CDs/playlists finalized?
	-Justification/summary of each student’s concept album.

-Did CD sleeves meet the expectations?
	-Justification of concept albums.

-How to discuss themes and concepts with peers.

-Did peer discussions reflect goals of the assignment?
	-Gaging student responses, students should have some ideas about how music influences us as beings and how this is reflected in poetry and literature.


